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January 2010 Newsletter

Board of Directors Election

Enclosed you will find the ballot for the 2010 election of your Board of Directors.  Please
complete your ballot and either send it early or bring it to the meeting January 19, 2010 - 7:30PM
at 12176 SW Hollow Ln.  See you at the meeting!!

Reminder regarding January 2010 Ballot Measure 67

This measure involves the corporate tax hikes the legislature enacted during its 2009 session.  Petition signatures were
gathered to let the voters decide.  This is a reminder of how this tax measure will affect your Association.  It is important
for you as members of the Association to know how this measure will impact your Association and indirectly your
pocketbook.

First, the measure increases the minimum corporate tax from $10 to $150.  The only taxable income for our Association
is the interest earned on the bank accounts which generally amounts to less than $100 a year and in fact in 2009 with
the interest rates so low the Association earned less than $20.  This still requires the Association to pay the minimum
tax which was $10 but under the new law will be $150 making the tax payment about seven times more than the income
on which the tax is paid.

Second, the annual payment to the Secretary of State has been increased from $50 to $100 a year.  Again the Association
will be required to pay the increased fee.

This notice is simply how this tax measure affects your Association.  You must decide how you will vote in January,
2010 when you receive your ballot.  Regardless of how you vote Please Vote!!
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February 2010 Newsletter

B
oard of Directors Election
The election of 2010 officers was completed at the Board of Director’s meeting in January.  Teri Eldien,
acting as the Nominations Committee Chairperson, and Dick Pacholl, Inspector, counted the votes and
certified the election of the following officers:

President: Judy Boyle

Vice President: Stephanie Mitchell

Secretary: Leilani Arellano

Treasurer: Mike Gadbery

Officer at Large: Wayne Kephart

B
ack-flow Device Testing
If you were on the list last year and want to be removed or you were not on the list and want to be
added to the list for the negotiated rate of $20.00, email billing@quailholloweast.org or call (503) 579-
6880.  The list will be forwarded to PM Backflow in March and the test will be performed in April or
May, the report will be sent to the City of Tigard and you will receive a copy of that report with your

billing invoice from the Association.

B
oard Member Retires
For six years Gerald Pitts never missed a Board Meeting.  After three years of
handling the position of Treasurer, he accepted the position of Officer at Large
for another three years.  He generously offered his time freely.  Each year he
volunteered to be the Bingo caller at the Block Party.  We hope he will continue

to do so even though he has retired from our Board because he does such a great job. 
He walked the neighborhood to get to know the neighbors and learn the members’ wants
and needs.  His life experience and soft spoken ways made him a very positive influence
on the board.  He acted as a buffer in many instances to insure information was properly
relayed to the Board.  When a problem was brought to the attention of the Board, Gerald
was always willing and able to discuss the situation in depth before making a decision. 
Thank you Gerald for volunteering your time and efforts to our Association and to our
neighborhood.  The Board will miss your presence and counsel.

Happy Valentines Day

Gerald Pitts - Block
Party Bingo Caller

mailto:billing@quailholloweast.org
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Back Flow Device Testing List

The Board of Directors has again negotiated
the testing to our members at a cost of $20. 
We are still compiling a list of  members who
wish to take advantage of this offer.  If you
were not on the list last year or you want to be
removed from the list either call 503-579-6880
or email billing@quailholloweast.org  or drop a
note with your payment to be added or
removed.  The list will be forwarded to PM
Backflow March 10, 2010.  The testing will
take place around March 15.  You will receive
a copy of the report with your invoice.

Mark your calendar

for our 2010 Events 

Below are the dates set for
the 2010 events coming to
the Neighborhood:

Annual Garage Sale June 4 & 5, 2010
Annual Block Party August 8, 2010

Help Keep Water

Costs Down
As the water irrigation
system ages there are
some areas that weaken
and/or break causing
water to flow unrestricted. 
While you walk your dog

or take your daily walk for exercise  around the
neighborhood, if you notice excessive water in
the common areas please notify your Board of
Directors at bod@quailholloweast.org or call
(503) 579-6880 to report it so immediate action
can be taken to eliminate the water waste and
keep our water bill low.

Just a reminder 

Don’t forget to
clean up after your
dog.  They can’t
do it themselves -
they depend on us. 

Makes for a much more pleasant
neighborhood.

March 2010 Newsletter

mailto:billing@quailholloweast.org
mailto:bod@quailholloweast.org
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Back Flow Device Testing List

The Back Flow Device Testing has been
completed.  The invoice and report will be
mailed to you as soon as it is supplied by P M
Backflow.

2010 HOA Events 

Below are the dates set for
the 2010 events coming to
the Neighborhood:

Annual Garage Sale June 4 & 5, 2010
Annual Block Party August 8, 2010

April 2010 Newsletter

How Times have Changed below are

comments made in the year 1955!

I'll tell you one thing, if things keep going the way they are, it's going
to be impossible to buy a week's groceries for $10.00.

Have you seen the new cars coming out next year? It won't be long before
$1,000.00 will only buy a used one.

Did you hear the post office is thinking about charging 7 cents just to
mail a letter

If they raise the minimum wage to $1.00, nobody will be able to hire
outside help at the store.

When I first started driving, who would have thought gas would
someday cost 25 cents a gallon. Guess we'd be better off leaving the
car in the garage.

I read the other day where some scientist thinks it's possible to put a man
on the moon by the end of the century. They even have some fellows they
call astronauts preparing for it down in Texas.

Did you see where some baseball player just signed a contract for
$50,000 a year just to play ball? It wouldn't surprise me if someday
they'll be making more than the President.

It's too bad things are so tough nowadays. I see where a few married women
are having to work to make ends meet.  It won't be long before young
couples are going to have to hire someone to watch their kids so they can
both work.

I'm afraid the Volkswagen car is going to open the door to a whole lot
of foreign business.

There is no sense going on short trips anymore for a weekend, it costs
nearly $2.00 a night to stay in a hotel.

No one can afford to be sick anymore, at $15.00 a day in the hospital,
it's too rich for my blood.

If they think I'll pay 30 cents for a hair cut, forget it I will let it grow.

Mark’s Window Washing
10% Discount for Members

We do more than just window washing - we clean
gutters, do moss treatment on roofs, power wash
driveways, clean chandeliers or interior glass and
during the holidays put up and take down
Christmas lighting. We provide free estimates for
our services. If you have questions, you can
contact Sara either by phone at (503) 691-9797 or
by email at besesj@hotmail.com. 

mailto:besesj@hotmail.com
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May 2010 Newsletter

Don’t forget to attend the Meeting scheduled Tuesday, May 11, 2010
 7:30PM - 12176 SW Hollow Ln.

Annual Garage Sale

Don’t forget the Annual Association Garage

Sale coming up June 4 & 5, 2010.  The

more participation, the more money you can

make.  Although doing garage sales can be

a lot of hard work, you can clean out the

“junk” and make a pretty good chunk of

change selling it.

Garbage Cans

Some of us forget to retrieve our
garbage cans after the garbage pickup
which kind of telegraphs a message
that either we are not home or don’t
care about our neighborhood’s
appearance so maybe being more
diligent about removing the garbage
can from the street and placing it
beside the house will accomplish two
things - keep the neighborhood nice
and keep out crooks.

May 31, 2010!

Spring Cleaning

Last month you may have noticed Mark’s Window Washing offer of a 10% discount reminder to our

membership.  The following can give you an example of after discount pricing given by Mark’s

Window Washing: 12 ground floor windows, 5 second story windows, windows located in a front, a

back and french doors washed inside and out at a charge of $108.00.  Moss treatment of the roof at a

charge of $150.00, pressure washing the siding at a charge of $180.00 and pressure washing and moss

treatment of all concrete surfaces at a charge of $125.00.  You can check out the quality of the work

performed at 12176 SW Hollow Ln.  If you want to avail yourself of the services of Mark’s Window

Washing or to get a free estimate call either Tara or Sara at (503) 691-9797 or send an email to

besesj@hotmail.com.  Be sure to say you are a member of Quail Hollow-East HOA to receive the

discount.  A member indicated also that removal of the moss from the roof maintains the life of the roof

in a positive way - pressure washing the roof would reduce that life span so Mark’s does not pressure

wash the roof but they do remove the build up by hand and treat it to kill the moss.

mailto:besesj@hotmail.com
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June 2010 Newsletter

Vandalism and Littering in the Park

Above are some pictures recently submitted to the Board showing the vandalism and littering in the
park.  It is not known who was responsible for the graffiti or the litter left in the park but it is known
that defacing the playground equipment and leaving litter in the park is not right.  It is not the
responsibility of the neighbors who live next to the park to clean it up.  Please help stop the defacing
of the park with the graffiti and litter.  There is a garbage can in the park for the litter so please use
it. 

Below is a paraphrase of the Curfew Laws:

Simply put it is the parent’s responsibility to insure children under the age of 14 are under
parental control during the hours between 9:15pm and 6:00am school nights otherwise
between 10:15pm to 6:00am - over the age of 14 during the hours between 10:15pm and
6:00am school nights otherwise midnight and 6:00am.

Policing the Park

The park must be open to use by the public but is not open to abuse.  Since it is owned by the
Association, it is the responsibility of all the members of the Association to police it.  Adults in the
park should ask children exhibiting bad behavior to stop.  If the children do not discontinue the bad
behavior, ask them to leave the park.  If the children are not exhibiting bad behavior, it is the child’s
parent who is in control of his or her activities.

Page 1 of 2 pages
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Annual Garage Sale

The Board set the date for the Annual Garage Sale as the weekend of June 4th

and 5 .  Advertising will be placed in local papers and on Craigslist.  Miketh

Gadbery volunteered to coordinate the sale by putting out the signs.

Lawn Maintenance

A request has been made to remind members that maintenance of the front
lawn is important.  Well maintained lawns keep property values level and
benefit all in the neighborhood.  The definition of a well maintained lawn is
a lawn that is kept mowed, free of weeds and litter/garbage.  If you need
assistance to maintain your lawn, please contact the Association board.  R C
Maintenance is highly recommended as a landscaper - you can find contact
information for them on the services page of the Association website or you
can contact billing@quailholloweast.org.

Pooper Scooper Reminder

Be prepared to clean up after your dog when you take him/her for a walk. 
Your neighbors do not want to have to clean up your best friend’s leavings
and neither does the landscaper when caring for the Association common
areas.

Block Party

Just a reminder the Block Party is scheduled for Sunday, August 8, 2010. 
Volunteers are needed.  You can email events@quailholloweast.org to
volunteer.  There will be lots of great food, games and of course bingo.

Page 2 of 2 pages
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5-in-1 Bouncer

We need volunteers.  Please Help!!!  Send an email to
events@quailholloweast.org if you are willing to volunteer time to:
1. supervise the bouncer - several volunteers needed to keep the time

short for each person - Bouncer  available from Noon to 4pm.
2. man one of the following

a. Food tables
b. Bingo Caller & Assistant
c. barbeque grill-master

d. Snow-cone
e. Popcorn
f. Cotton Candy machine

3. help set up or take down tables etc

Annual Block Party
Sunday August 8, 2010 - Noon to 4PM

July, 2010 Newsletter

Upcoming Summer Event

Come one - Come all - Have a great time!

Remember Volunteers Are Needed!! 
Email

events@quailholloweast.org

mailto:events@quailholloweast.org
mailto:events@quailholloweast.org
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Trash in the Park

Please ask your children to assist in keeping the park cleaned up.  The trash left in the park may not be left by our
residents but it certainly does affect the appearance of our neighborhood.  The kids in this neighborhood have always
been willing to assist in keeping it nice so we are hoping they will continue to help us out by picking up empty water
bottles or other trash that they see in the park and disposing of it in the garbage can located at the corner of the slab
toward Hollow Lane.  Even if they do not pick up other parties’ trash if they remember to dispose of their own trash in
the garbage can it will be very much appreciated.

Lost and Found

There has been a suggestion of creating a lost and found bin near the shed in the park.  Since the park belongs to all the
homeowners’ the board would like input from you regarding creating a lost and found bin near the shed for clothing that
may be left in the park.  The bin would be emptied periodically with the clothing being sent to Goodwill.  Give the board
your input by emailing bod@quailholloweast.org.

mailto:bod@quailholloweast.org
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We still need volunteers.  Please Help!!!  Send an email to
events@quailholloweast.org if you are willing to volunteer some time to:
1. Supervise the bouncer - several person are needed to keep the time

period short for each person - the bouncer will be available for kids to
use from noon to 4pm.

2. Man one of the following
a. Food Tables
b. Snow-Cone

Machine

c. Popcorn Machine
d. Cotton Candy

Machine

3. Help set up and/or take down tables etc.

August 2010 Newsletter

Annual Block Party

Sunday August 8, 2010
Noon to 4PM

SEE YOU ALL AT THE BLOCK PARTY!!

Remember Volunteers Are
Needed!!

events@quailholloweast.org

mailto:events@quailholloweast.org
mailto:events@quailholloweast.org
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Annual Garage Sale
In June the Annual Garage Sale
seemed to be a success.  Thanks to
Mike Gadbery for coordinating it
this year.

Congratulations to the Bingo Winners

John Lambert, Bob Tidrick, Sally Lambert, Dick Pacholl, Jared Gogal, Mason Van Doren,
Yasmeen Khellah, Nicole Gadbery, Austin Han, Abby Dean, Hannah Burchell, Stephanie
Mitchell, Katie Fraxer, Teri Eldien and Micah Gogal

2010 Block Party
The Block Party held August 8, 2010 appeared to be a success thanks to the hard work of the following
members: Mike Gadbery Coordinator, Wil Eichorn, Teri Eldien, Erich & Kelly Achtmann Mendoza, Matt
Frazer, Brenda Kephart, Stephanie Mitchell, Dick Pacholl, and Bob Tidrick.  Our thanks again to our Bingo
caller Gerald Pitts.  Thank you so very much John Lambert for the scrumptious brisket.  And last but not least
thank you goes to all the members who support our Association.

September 2010 Newsletter

Block Party

Board of Directors Candidacy Volunteers Wanted

It is that time of the year when the Association starts begging you to get involved.  The nomination chairperson will
be appointed at the meeting scheduled for September 21, 2010.  Anyone interested in running for a Board of
Directors position please complete the enclosed candidacy application.

Page 1 of 1
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Teri Eldien has accepted the position of Nominations Committee Chairperson for the
January 2011 election of the Board of Directors.  Election of the Board Members must
be held each January in compliance with the Association By-Laws.  If you are interested
in running for a position the Candidacy application is located on the page introducing the
Board of Directors on the website .  Complete the application and mail it to Quail
Hollow-East HOA, 15685 SW 116  Avenue #311, King City, OR 97224.  Yourth

participation is always appreciated.  Please consider volunteering your time to keep our
Association the best it can be.

Board Member Candidacy

In the past couple of months there have been several incidents which most likely are as the result of
unsupervised teenagers.  In one instance a member’s lawn ornament was placed in the member’s
driveway, which if it had been hit with the member’s car it could have caused considerable damage to
both the ornament and the care.  A couple of weeks later the same ornament was dumped in the middle
of the street.  Another incident involved several lawn signs being removed from their origins and left in
a member’s front lawn.  Obviously these incidents may seem minor however, they are frustrating to the
members who have had to either locate their property which can be expensive or clean up their lawns. 
If we can all be on the lookout for suspicious acts we can protect our neighborhood.  If you see
suspicious activities call the police - if an emergency call 911 or you can call the non-emergency number
(503) 629-0111 if you see there has been vandalism or activities that are not of an emergency nature.

Neighborhood Watch

October 2010 Newsletter

Page 1 of 2 pages
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With every raise in postage rates, the service
provided is reduced.  Currently instead of
providing a substitute for our regular mail carrier
when she has a day off, the Postal Service has
opted to divide the route and have other carriers
provide the service after they have completed their
regular routes.  This would seem efficient if it
were not for the fact that on the day our regular
carrier is off, the mail may not be delivered until 6
or 7pm if at all.  This is not the fault of the  regular
or substitute carrier, just efficiency at work.

Postal Delivery Service

Now that it is fall, the landscaper does not provide weekly care for the common areas. 
We all need to take more care to pick up any refuse that may be left in the common
areas to keep our neighborhood appearance nice.  If we pick up after ourselves our
children and even the person who thoughtlessly failed to pick up after themselves, we
can continue to be proud of the beautiful neighborhood we live in.

Keeping our Neighborhood Beautiful

Page 2 of 2 pages
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November 2010 Newsletter

An email from Teri Eldien supplied - 25 CLEVER IDEAS WORTH KNOWING

1. Take your bananas apart when you get home from the store.  If you leave them connected at the stem, they

ripen faster..

2. Store your opened chunks of cheese in aluminum foil.  It will stay fresh much longer and not mold!

3. Peppers with 3 bumps on the bottom are sweeter and better for eating.  Peppers with 4 bumps on the bottom

are firmer and better for cooking.

4. Add a teaspoon of water when frying ground beef.  It will help pull the grease away from the meat while cooking.

5. To really make scrambled eggs or omelets rich add a couple of spoonfuls of sour cream, cream cheese, or heavy cream then beat them up.

6. For a cool brownie treat, make brownies as directed.  Melt Andes mints in double broiler and pour over warm brownies.

7. Add garlic immediately to a recipe if you want a light taste of garlic and at the end of the recipe if your want a stronger taste of garlic.

8. Leftover snickers bars from Halloween make a delicious dessert. Simply chop them up with the food chopper.

Peel, core and slice a few apples. Place them in a baking dish and sprinkle the chopped candy bars over the

apples. Bake at 350 for 15 minutes!!! Serve alone or with vanilla ice cream. Yummm!

9. Reheat Pizza - Heat up leftover pizza in a nonstick skillet on top of the stove, set heat to med-low and heat till

warm.  This keeps the crust crispy.

10. Easy Deviled Eggs  Put cooked egg yolks in a zip lock bag. Seal, mash till they are all broken up.  Add remainder

of ingredients, reseal, keep mashing it up mixing thoroughly, cut the tip of the baggy, squeeze mixture into egg. 

Just throw bag away when done easy clean up. 

11. Expanding Frosting - When you buy a container of cake frosting from the store, whip it with your mixer for a few

minutes. You can double it in size.  You get to frost more cake/cupcakes with the

same amount. You also eat less sugar and calories per serving.

12. Reheating refrigerated bread - To warm biscuits, pancakes, or muffins that were refrigerated, place them in a

microwave with a cup of water.  The increased moisture will keep the food moist and help it reheat faster. 

13. Newspaper weeds away - Start putting in your plants, work the nutrients in your soil. Wet newspapers, put

layers around the plants overlapping as you go cover with mulch and forget about weeds.  Weeds will get

through some gardening plastic they will not get through wet newspapers. 

The Board of Directors wish you all a

very Happy Thanksgiving.

Basketball Hoops - The Annual

Complaint
Every year there are more and more
complaints about basketball hoops blocking
sidewalks and streets.  This year is no
exception.  Reminder - there is a city
ordinance that restricts obstructions on either
the sidewalk or street that may impact either
pedestrian or vehicular traffic.  With the
earlier evening darkness during the winter,
these obstructions are even more dangerous,
so PLEASE remove the basketball hoops
from streets and sidewalks.

2011 Board of Directors Candidates

Last chance to sign up to run for the 2011 Board of
Directors.  The deadline for submission is November
15, 2010.  Please consider volunteering a small
amount of time to the Association and complete the
candidacy application.  

You can find the application form attached to the
website Board of Directors page or send an email to
nominations@quailholloweast.org and you will be
emailed an application to complete.   Complete the
application and mail it to Quail Hollow-East HOA,
15685 SW 116  Avenue #311, King City, ORth

97224.  Your participation is always appreciated. 
All applications are due by November 15, 2010.

mailto:nominations@quailholloweast.org
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14. Broken Glass - Use a wet cotton ball or Q-tip to pick up the small shards of glass you can't see easily.

15. No More Mosquitoes - Place a dryer sheet in your pocket. It will keep the mosquitoes away.

16. Squirrel Away! - To keep squirrels from eating your plants, sprinkle your plants with cayenne pepper.  The cayenne pepper doesn't hurt the

plant and the squirrels won't come near it.

17. Flexible vacuum - To get something out of a heat register or under the fridge add an empty paper towel roll or empty gift wrap roll to your

vacuum.  It can be bent or flattened to get in narrow openings.

18. Reducing Static Cling - Pin a small safety pin to the seam of your slip and you will not have a clingy skirt or dress. Same thing works with

slacks that cling when wearing panty hose. Place pin in seam of slacks and ... Static is gone.

19. Measuring Cups - Before you pour sticky substances into a measuring cup, fill with hot water.  Dump out the hot water, but don't dry cup. 

Next, add your ingredient, such as peanut butter, and watch how easily it comes right out.

20. Foggy Windshield? - Hate foggy windshields? Buy a chalkboard eraser and keep it in the glove box of your car  When the windows fog, rub

with the eraser!  Works better than a cloth!

21. Re opening envelopes - If you seal an envelope and then realize you forgot to include something inside, just place your sealed envelope in the

freezer for an hour or two. Viola! It unseals easily.

22. Conditioner -  Use your hair conditioner to shave your legs.  It's cheaper than shaving cream and leaves your legs really smooth.  It's also a

great way to use up the conditioner you bought but didn't like when you tried it in your hair.

23. Goodbye Fruit Flies - To get rid of pesky fruit flies, take a small glass, fill it half full with Apple Cider Vinegar and 2 drops of dish washing

liquid; mix well. You will find those flies drawn to the cup and gone forever!

24. Get Rid of Ants - Put small piles of cornmeal where you see ants.  They eat it, take it home, can't digest it so it kills them.  It may take a week

or so, especially if it rains, but it works and you don't have the worry about pets or small children being harmed!

25. INFO ABOUT CLOTHES DRYERS - The heating unit went out on the dryer! The repairman pulled out the lint filter. It was clean.  He took

the filter over to the sink and ran hot water over it. The lint filter is made of a mesh material .... the hot water just sat on top of the mesh! It

didn't go through it at all! The dryer sheets cause a film over the mesh that burns out the heating unit. You can't SEE the film, but it's there.

It's what is in the dryer sheets to make your clothes soft and static free ... that nice fragrance too. You know how they can feel waxy when you

take them out of the box ... well this stuff builds up on your clothes and on your lint screen. This is also what causes dryer units to potentially

burn your house down with it!  The best way to keep your dryer working for a very longtime (and to keep your electric bill lower) is to take

that filter out and wash it with hot soapy water and an old toothbrush (or other brush) at least every six months.

Turkey Gobbler Cake

Ingredients
1 box Betty Crocker® SuperMoist® devil's food cake mix prepared as on cake mix box
1 container Betty Crocker® Whipped milk chocolate frosting
1 marshmallow - Red colored sugar - 35 pieces candy corn

1. Heat oven to 350°F (325°F for dark or nonstick pans). Make and cool cake mix as directed on box for two 9-inch
round pans.

2. Cut 1 layer as shown in diagram. Freeze cut pieces uncovered 1 hour for easier frosting.
3. Place uncut layer on cake plate; frost top and side. Place cutout circle on larger layer; frost. Arrange head and feet

on circle; frost.
4. Cut marshmallow in half.

Moisten 1 half and dip in red
sugar; join to head with
frosting for turkey's wattle.
Use other half of marshmallow
for turkey's eye. Use candy
corn for beak, claws and
feathers. Store loosely
covered.
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Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer
Grandma got run over by a reindeer
Walking home from our house Christmas eve. 
You can say there's no such thing as Santa, 
But as for me and Grandpa, we believe. 

She'd been drinkin' too much eggnog, 
And we'd begged her not to go. 
But she'd left her medication, 
So she stumbled out the door into the snow. 

When they found her Christmas mornin', 
At the scene of the attack, 
There were hoofprints on her forehead, 
And incriminatin' Claus marks on her back. 

Grandma got run over by a reindeer, 
Walkin' home from our house Christmas eve. 
You can say there's no such thing as Santa, 
But as for me and Grandpa, we believe. 

Now we’re all so proud of Grandpa, 
He's been takin' this so well. 
See him in there watchin' football, 
Drinkin' beer and playin' cards with cousin Mel. 

It's not Christmas without Grandma. 
All the family's dressed in black. 
And we just can't help but wonder: 
Should we open up her gifts or send them back? 

Grandma got run over by a reindeer, 
Walkin' home from our house Christmas eve. 
You can say there's no such thing as Santa, 
But as for me and Grandpa, we believe. 

Now the goose is on the table 
And the pudding made of fig. 
And a blue and silver candle, 
That would just have matched the hair in Grandma's wig. 

I've warned all my friends and neighbors. 
Better watch out for yourselves! 
They should never give a license, 
To a man who drives a sleigh and plays with elves. 

Grandma got run over by a reindeer, 
Walkin' home from our house, Christmas eve. 
You can say there's no such thing as Santa, 
But as for me and Grandpa, we believe

Page 1 of 2 pages
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Towering Tree Cake

Want your holiday dinner to end on a sweet note? Finish it off with this creative Christmas tree
complete with candy ornaments, an icing garland, and (of course) presents!

Ingredients 

1 (18.25-ounce) box yellow or white
cake mix 
Parchment paper or aluminum foil 
12-inch wooden skewer 
3 3/4 cups confectioners' sugar 

4 1/2 tablespoons water 
3 teaspoons vanilla, peppermint, or lemon extract 
Food coloring in green and other shades of your choice 
Candies for ornaments
1 tube yellow decorators' icing (not gel icing) 

Instructions 
1. Prepare the cake mix according to the package directions using an electric mixer (this yields a firmer cake),

then bake it in a 9- by 13-inch pan lined with parchment paper or foil. Let the cake cool completely.

2. Place the cake on a cutting board and use a long, sharp knife (parents only) to shave off the rounded top.
Carefully flip over the cake and cut it into 7 squares, as shown, setting the extra aside. Cut the bottom half
off each of the 2 smallest squares and set them aside with the other leftover cake pieces

3. Stack the cake squares from largest to smallest on a serving platter, setting each one at a 45-degree angle to
the one below it. Trim the skewer so that it's just slightly shorter than the cake, then stick it down through
the stack to help keep the squares together.

4. To prepare the glaze, stir together the confectioners' sugar, water, and extract in a
medium bowl until smooth (it should be about the consistency of honey). Set aside 1/2
cup of the mixture, then tint the remaining glaze with the green food coloring until it
reaches a shade you like. (We used about 1/8 teaspoon, or about 12 drops.)

5. Pour the tinted glaze over the cake from the top, using a rubber spatula or butter knife to
gently spread it over the cake as needed.

6. To make the presents, divide the remaining icing among 2 or 3 bowls and tint each with a
different shade of food coloring. Cut the extra cake pieces into small squares, then set
them on a wire rack with a plate or waxed paper underneath. Pour the glaze over the
squares. Let the icing set for a few minutes, then use a spatula to carefully move the
presents to the base of the tree.

7. Decorate the tree with candy ornaments, then use the tube of decorators' icing to add a frosting garland to
the tree and frosting ribbons and bows to the gifts. To serve, remove and cut the layers one at a time. Serves
18 to 20.
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